
Rorie

Tom Nicholson made innumerable contribu-
tions to Innisfree over the past 46 years. As a 

founder, board member, treasurer, and parent, 
he was tireless in his work to ensure Innisfree’s 
sustainability. I only had the privilege to know 
Tom for a short time, but he welcomed me 
warmly to Innisfree and imparted much 
wisdom in my first 
years here. The 
following 
reflections by 
former directors 
and his daughter 
Bee give a glimpse 
of the kindness 
he shared and the 
genuine relation-
ships he held with 
all who knew 
him. His loss is 
felt deeply by our 
community.

Bee 

My Dad and my 
Mom and Susanna 
and I lived in Falls Church, VA for the first 
part of our lives and I remember how my 
Dad was always happy to see me when I was 
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away. And he would tell me that he loved me 
and I would always help my Dad wash the 
cars. And always at 6:00 I would be waiting for 
my Dad to come and I would go outside and 
sit on my Dad’s lap and drive the car into the 
garage. And in the summer we would go over 
to Ireland to a house that we had in a town 
called Kenmare, Co. Kerry.  Ireland is so green 
all the time. I love Ireland and I will miss it 
very much. I loved being with my Dad.

Phyllis Sato

First memories are always the strongest, and 
mine of Tom were of him as a loving Dad. My 
family, with two high school daughters and a 
middle schooler, lived in Walnut Level with 
four older male coworkers in 1977. At first 
Bridget was our neighbor in Echo, living with 
Carolyn and hanging out and eating with us 
on Carolyn’s days off. Then Bridget replaced 
one of the men, bringing fresh spirit, and her 
parents into our lives. I knew of them as one 
of the special founding families of Innisfree, 
but came to experience them as fellow parents 
with strong relationships with their daughters. 
Somehow it seems as if in those earlier years, 
before computers, email or texting, there was 
more time for long phone calls or face-to-face 
chats that engendered connections. Over the 
years I came to realize how much time this 
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Kenmare home



successful businessman gave to Innisfree and 
how vital his financial savvy was in laying a 
strong foundation. Our farmer, Joe Coleman, 
used to call all of us “hippies” but it was Tom 
Nicholson who helped make those hippies’ 
dream mesh with reality. I thank Bridget, 
Susanna and Sherry for sharing this kind and 
generous man with us.

Carolyn Ohle
There are some who have given so much to 

this community, to the cause of life sharing, 
that their timelines and Innisfree’s intertwine. 
Tom Nicholson has been part of the fabric of 
Innisfree since its founding in 1971. He and 
the small handful of founders present since the 
beginnings, dared to dream our village into 
existence.

Tom’s thoughtful 
guidance and 
brilliant oversight as 
Board President for 
a term in the early 
seventies and then 
as Treasurer for the 
next many decades, 
navigated Innisfree 
through purchase of 
our land, through 
shortages and 
recessions, to 
growth into a 
vibrant village. Tom 
and wife, Sherry 
became even more 
involved in 1977 
when their daughter 
Bee (then Bridget) 
came to live at Innisfree, in Echo where I was a 
young volunteer. 

Some people touch our souls...deeply. In 
many ways, my tenure at Innisfree extended 
multiple times because of Tom. He stood beside 
and behind. He supported. He listened. He 
trusted. He led. He showed appreciation...all in 

the gentle way we, 
who loved him, so 
admired. 

I’m keenly 
grateful for my final 
conversation with 
Tom just a few days 
ago. Musing on our 
long friendship, 
we reviewed some 
of the highlights, 
the challenges of 
community. Tom 
summed up by 
saying, “What a miracle it is that Innisfree 
exists, that it survived and prospered... truly 
amazing.” For me, for Innisfree, Tom is key to 
the miracle of Innisfree. 

Lee Walters

It was a pleasure 
to get to know Tom, 
Sherry, Bridget and 
Susanna over a long 
stretch of time. 
So much so that 
even though, given 
his age, his death 
was not entirely 
unexpected, his 
passing has left me 
with the sense that 
something dear is 
missing from the 
known universe.  

In thinking about 
Tom the word 
generosity comes 

clearly to my mind.  Generosity of time, of 
attention, encouragement and appreciation. 
Tom managed to give thoughtful creative 
attention to Innisfree from its inception so 
much so that by the time I arrived as a 
volunteer in 1981, the community had a strong 
foundation.  He and Sherry, along with other 

Dedicated board member 
Tom Nicholson hard at work

Bee and Tom at a coffee shop in Ireland



founding fami-
lies were intent 
on creating a life 
for their sons and 
daughters far more 
meaningful, 
productive and 
joyful than what 
was seen as 
possible at the 
time.  This highly 
focused attention 
carried Innisfree 
through wild, 
crazy and tender 
times and offered 
a way of life that 
has enriched hundreds of people in that 
spectacular place and across the globe.  

Years later, when I became the Executive 
Director I knew that I could call Tom 

whenever we needed anything. Whether I 
called him or not he found ways to encourage 
our work.  At board meetings or in private 
discussions Tom was a keen listener, never 
rushing decisions.  He readily communicated 
his delight in our accomplishments with a 
sincere, “Isn’t that wonderful!”  In stressful 

times he remained 
calm and kind.

When I retired 
in 2005 Tom and 
Sherry told me that 
now it was time 
for me to go to 
Ireland and teach 
weaving for as long 
as I cared to stay. 
He had gotten to 
know a group of 
people who had 
sons and daughters 
with intellectual 
disability and for 
whom there was 

very little do. He was keen to share resources 
and the Innisfree experience with these people. 
It was obvious they felt noticed and knew Tom 
really cared for them. I didn’t know all that 
much about weaving so Tom did some research 
on looms and bought three brand new Louet 
looms from The Netherlands. My son Luke 
and I put them together and by the end of my 
month in Kenmare our group had finished a 
scarf!  I don’t know if anyone is still weaving 
but my time there was a treasure I carry in my 
heart’s 
core 
much as 
I hold 
dear the 
gift of 
having 
known 
Tom.

Sherry, Bee, and Tom taking in the beautiful fall scenery at Family Day

Tom chatting at the first Innisfree Mayfair

Bee and Tom 
sharing a 

laugh
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Songs and Streams Win Awards
Mildred W. Spicer Award 

Cathy Bollinger received 
the Mildred W. Spicer Arts 
Fund award on Monday, 
November 27, 2017 for her 
promotion of the art of 
music exploration through-
out the Charlottesville-
Albemarle area. Cathy has 
been a vital member of the 
Innisfree community as a 
music therapist for almost 
30 years, guiding us through Family Day and Mayfair performances, 
custom songs for siblings and parents, and learning new instruments. 
From us to you, congratulations 
Cathy—you deserve it!

Clean Water Farm Award

In December the Innisfree Farm 
received the Clean Water Farm 
award from the Thomas Jefferson 
Soil & Water Conservation 
District. The award is sponsored 
by the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation. 
They pick award recipients based 
on farming practices that “result in a reduction of nutrients, pesticides 
and chemicals in local waterways — protecting and enhancing water 
quality and soil conservation.” Great job!
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Farm workstation head Tim Wool, farm 
assistant Clark Alexander, and farm manager 
Nich Traverse proudly show off their award.



2017 Donors 

Donation Specifi ed 
Anonymous
Charlottesville Area Community 

Foundation
Fried,  Barbara
Fried, Jonathan Trust
Lewis, Keith and Kim

Annual Appeal/General Fund
AmazonSmile
Anonymous
Antrim, Holly and John Mason Lee
Antrim, Phoebe
Applied Materials / Global Impact
Arnold, Nancy
Avner Memorial Fund of The Pittsburgh 

Foundation
Baker, Ruth and Bob
Balogh, William and Deborah
Barnes, Alexander and Boylan, Brianne
Barns, Jr., James and Rebecca
Barr, John and Patsy
Behr, Rick
Beller Family Charitable Fund
Berley, David and Estelle
Berley, Madaleine
Bertram, Edward and Nancy
Better Living Foundation
Bolyard, Charles and Sandra
Bonnie, Richard and Kathleen
Botts, Barbara
Bourgeois, Vanessa
Bowen, Bill and Kristi
Bradfi eld, Mark and Paula
Brownell, Bonnie and Bowman, Jeffrey
Brubaker, Joel
Burnell, Charles
Burstein, Carol
Busse, Christian Wilson
Charlottesville Area Community 

Foundation
Childress, Marcia
Chovanec, Tina and Stephen
Clarke, Muriel
Coffey, Terry
Commonwealth of Virginia Campaign 

(CVC)
Cox, Jim and Gretchen
Cristian, Todd
Crock, Sally
Dahlhausen, Jamie and Christian
Dalley, JoAnn and David
Darby, Laura
Darby, Mike and Ann
Davis, Beth and Gerry
Davis, Justin and Martha
DeMong, Richard and Linda
Downey, Arthur T
Dreelin, Mary
Durette, Andrew and Karen
Eastham, III, R. Jack and Micheline B.

Elwell, Barbara and Michael
Emerson Waldorf School
Fahl, Douglas and Laurie
Forney, Gay
Frasier, Mr. and Mrs. John
Gair, Cynthia
Galloway, Mr. and Mrs. James
Garrity, Becky and Robert
Gertrude and Philip Hoffman 

Philanthropic Fund
Getty, Gregory and Ann
Gilbert, Emily
Gilbert, Peter and Sarah
Gilbert, Susannah
Goldstein, Morton and Racelle
Govan, Jane
Gray, William S. and Antoinette
Griffi n, Gordon and Jenifer
Griffi n, Henry & Wintle, Pam
Griffi n, Leslie
Griffi n, Margaret & Sillars, Scott
Gristina, Frank
Grover, John and Marie
Harrill, Roy and Lynda
Hartl, Karen and Wilhelm
Hentges, Michael and Melissa
Herbert, Georgia
Herling, Michele
Herzog, Jeffrey and Jacqueline
Holaday, Kate
Hormel, Kathy
Hostler, Sharon
Hutter, Stuart and Rorie

Jaeger-Landis, Beth
Jeffrey, Richard and Robin
Johnson, William and Sarah
Jones, Jerry and Timmie
Kenney, John and Melinda
Kerley, Jeani
Kilday, Carolyn and Lankford, Chris
Kilday, Katie
Kilday, Kieran & Robinson, Melinda
Kitchens, Helen
Kitchens, Wes and Terry
Knapp, Joanne and Harry
Knapp, William
Kolker, Carole
Korbon, Gregg and Kathryn
Kruer,  George and Florence
Lasagna, Mosie
Leahy, John
Lentz, Stan and Binkie
Levenson, Jack
Levin, Kerry
Lewis, James and Mabel
Lewis, Kim and Keith
Lieb, Toby
Lindhart, Tara and Ron
Luria Fleisher, Trudy
Luria, Terry and Tom
MacArthur, Diana
Macfarlane, John and Dudley
Magrum, Alissa
Magrum, Charles and Lenore
Marionni, Joan
Mason, Joseph and Nancy

We would like to recognize the many generous benefactors who supported us over the past year and for many 
years prior.  Innisfree is strong and flourishing because of the generous support of our wider community.  
Thank you.



Matia, Walter
Maxson, David & Gray, Nancy
McCarty, Brian D. and Allison
McCarty, William
McCauley, Bill & Searing, Linda
McCauley, Susan & Ussery, Michael
McDonough, Lynn and Frank
McHenry, Henry and Edith R.
Meador, Alice
Melvin, Thuy-Anh and Jason
Miller, Dudley and Debi
Mills, Rodney and Gayle
Mitchell, Frederick and Ginny
Montfair Resort Farm
Moore, Kelly and Alex
Morine, Amanda
Morris, David and Katherine
Murphy, Angela & Schwartz, Michael
Nelson, Susan & Byrd, Warren
Neuschler, Edward
Nicholson, Susanna
Nicholson, Tom and Sherry
Ohle, Carolyn & Cooper, Todd
Orlando, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph C.
Ornstein, Ron and Michelle
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O’Sullivan, Ellie and Bill
Ott, Linda and Wesley
Owen Charitable Foundation
Peacehaven Farm, Inc.
Pearce, Betty
Pearce, David and Patti
Pearce, John Michael
Pfl ug, Carolyn and John
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Robbins, Andrea
Robbins, Mr. and Mrs. David
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Rosenblatt, Melvin and Sandra
Royall, Sarah
Rubin, Steven and Gail
Rucker, Louisa W
Saidman Reeves, Joan
Saidman, Beth & Brinkman, David
Saidman, Perry
Saidman, Sandy and Ellen
Sato, Phyllis
Schirmer, Geri and Bruce
Schroeder, Alaina & Loy, John
Schroll, John and Melville, Amy
Sharp, Edwin
Shaviv, Paula and Roey
Sheets, Polly
Shinofi eld, Aubrey
Siemers, Paul
Singer, Rosalind
Smucker, Anne & Lombard, Kristi
Snyder, Marvin and Arlyne
Stafford, Annie
Stanier, Paul and Gloria
Staples, A. Penn
Steenhoek, Lori
Stehlin, Bill and Caldwell, Cathy
Sullivan, Craig and Lara
Sweeney, Kevin
Tannen, Andy
Thompson, Elsie Wilson and W. 

McIlwaine
Thompson, William and Carey

Thomsen, Linda & Cornwell, Don
Two Brothers Southwestern Grill
Tyler, Robert O.
Vanmerkensteijn, Sallie
VonFrieling, Chris and Vonnegut-

Frieling, Ann
Wagner, Howard and Peterson, 

Normandie
Walker, Jo Anne and Bill
Walters, Lee
Webb, Alison and Bernard
Wells, Sally
West, R. Owen and Lynn
Wieboldt, Robert and Mary Ellen
Wilcox, Annette
Wilkinson, Lee and Debbie
Wilkinson-Virski, Gladys
Williams, Dr. Michael and Rebecca
Withers, Chris and Susan
Wolf, M.D., Andrew and Anne
Wool, Susan
Yeaman, Barbara and Wesely, Ed
Zuckerman, Shelton 

In-Kind and Services
Ohle, Carolyn & Cooper, Todd
Snyder, Marvin and Arlyne

Auto Donation
Darby, Laura
McDonald, Jay and Janet

Scholarship Fund
Moat, Alice and Dave

Volunteer Appreciation Fund
McDonough, Lynn and Frank

We do our very best to keep our records 
accurate and we want to acknowledge 
your gifts. If we have made an error, 
please contact us so we may correct this 
listing.


