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Ellie has been an Innisfree coworker since 1992.
She lives in Meadow House.

A Learning Experience

by Eleanor Gronemeyer

I’d like to start at the very beginning: how my
parents met. It was kind of funny. My maternal
grandfather was a scout

professional who met my dad who P R Y
was also a scout professional. And e k. )
there’s something even funnier. My 3 :
grandfather suggested my mom
meet my dad, and she wasn’t
interested! Isn’t that funny? And
he turned out to be my dad.

As things moved along, my
parents learned that I would be
arriving. They knew before I
was born that I would have a
disability. This was
in the days before genetic testing.

I was born two weeks late.

When I was in my early twenties, I
was diagnosed with a mental illness,
 and my family moved to Florida.
Within the same six-month period,
my maternal grandfather was
diagnosed with cancer. My grand-

_ ’ mother did not tell me that my
I = ".E grandfather had cancer, and this was
I "l 13 | difficult for me to accept when
Ellie noed 26 I later discovered that he was

8 terminally ill. But I now understand
that she was only trying to protect me.

In 1992, I moved to Innisfree. Living at Innisfree
has been a growing experience. When I came, I was
accustomed to always doing things my way. One of
the areas in which I have improved at Innisfree is in
sharing better. Another thing that I have learned at

.
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Ellie and her brother John enjoy
a trip to Sugar Hollow.
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Innisfree is increased self-confidence — and also
how to deal with cold weather again. I had lived
in Florida for 10 years before coming to Innisfree;

and, the year that I arrived, there
was the “snowstorm of the cen-
tury.” (There even was snow in
Tallahassee, Florida, that year.)

Something that I have particularly
enjoyed about living at Innisfree is
participating in activities that my
parents would not have done with
me, such as going on a Thanksgiving
hike one year.

Valentine's Dance Party

There’s always plenty of love to go around
at Innisfree’s Valentine’s Day Party!




New
Volunteer
Spotlights

One challenge of the
pandemic that had a
particularly significant
impact on Innisfree was
the international travel
ban. Throughout our history, our model has
relied on volunteers from all over the world,
and during the time the ban was in place,
international volunteers were unable to obtain
the visas that would usually allow them to
come to Innisfree, meaning only a few with
dual citizenship or other special situations were

¢ able to arrive.
vy We are elated to

Semih (from Turkey), Keke (from Lesotho), Valentin (from Germany), have welcomed
and Sebastian (from Switzerland) enjoy a day off together.

six new
volunteers

(four international) since the beginning of 2022
and are looking forward to more arrivals in

the coming months! Not only does a diverse
group of volunteers add to the richness of
community life for our coworkers, but the
bonds between volunteers often lead to lifelong
friendships.

Mark has been
an Innisfree
coworker

since 2005. He
lives in Laurel
House and is
proud to hold
the title Master
Jokester.

"l B —
Keke and the bakery crew get creative
in their pretzel designs.

Keke

Hometown: Mohale’s Hoek,
Lesotho

Hobbies/interests: Traveling,
Gardening, Playing tennis,
Hiking, Dancing, Shopping,
Baking

Innisfree House: Sunflower
Favorite thing about Innisfree so far: Being surrounded

by people of different backgrounds. I have become more
understanding, open minded and appreciative. Laughing,
talking and dancing bring/give me peace of mind, so being
at Innisfree, I feel at home, there are lots of happy faces,
laughter and dancers of course. So, as a farmer girl from
Lesotho, I am happy to be here because I will be able to work
with the soil and get my hands dirty.

Keke in her field of corn
at home in Lesotho

Jokes with the
“Master Jokester”

by Mark

What did one eye say to
the other eye?
Between the two of us,
something smells.

What is the army’s
favorite month?
March!

Why did the astronaut
find skeleton bones
on the moon?

The cow did not make it.



Denise and Max weigh and fill reused jars
with chocolate covered pretzels,
a well-loved Pasture Fence staple!

Denise

Hometown: Waynesboro, VA
Hobbies/interests: Singing,
reading, writing, swimming,
exploring new places, and attempting

to learn languages

Innisfree House: Meadow

Favorite thing about Innisfree so

far: Living in a beautiful place with
great-tasting well water and a house
with a wood stove (the only working one
at Innisfree, I'm told)

Denise in her
Dickens Caroler
costume

Marny has been
an Innisfree
coworker since
1976. She lives
in Oxford House
in Charlottesville.

David has been an Innisfree coworker
since 2021. He lives in Halcyon House.
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Croshy has been a day
coworker at Innisfree
since 2016. He lives
with his family in
Earlysville.
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“Springtime”
by Crosby

Haikus by Marnina

Innisfree

Innisfree is nice

I like it better than school
It is beautiful

Birthdays

March is birthday month

Three Oxford birthdays in March
My birthday is first

Spring

It is getting warm

Spring is better than winter
The flowers come up
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Be Mine

Maggie shows off her moves
dancing to “The Jackson Five.”
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Emma shows off her avant-garde

valentine design! Brooke dressed and accessorized for the

occasion, including her lovely pink mask.
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Wendy looks lovely in a hand-crocheted
necklace from volunteer Olivia.




2021 Donors

We would like to recognize the many generous benefactors who supported us over the past year and for many
years prior. Innisfree is strong and flourishing because of the generous support of our wider community.

Thank you.

General Fund

Anonymous

Abigail Turner Charitable Giving
Account

Achilles, Nancy

AmazonSmile

Antrim, Holly and John Mason

Antrim, Phoebe

Arnold, Nancy

Avner Memorial Fund of The Pittsburgh

Foundation
Bailey, Thomas and Susan Hunter
Baker, Ruth and Bob
In honor of Kevin Darby
Barr, John and Patsy
Battle, Kevin and Dawn
Behr, Rick
Beller Family Charitable Fund
In honor of Philip Dreilinger
Better Living Foundation
Blanco, Logan and Mercer, Ann
Bolyard, Charles and Sandra
Bonnie, Richard and Kathleen
Botts, Barbara
Bowen, Bill and Kristi
Brackney, Sally J.
In memory of Melinda Robinson
Bradfield, Mark and Paula
In honor of Linda Saidman
Bress, Bernard
Brownell, Bonnie and Bowman, Jeffrey
Brubaker, Joel
Byrne, Karen and Easton, Paul
Charlottesville Area Community
Foundation
Childers, Terrence and Janice
Childers, Terrence and Janice
Coffey, Terry
Commonwealth of Virginia Campaign
(CVQO)
Darby Family Foundation Inc
Darby, Laura
Darby, Mike and Ann
David, Joseph
In memory of Mark Fried and
Melinda Robinson
Davis, Beth and Gerry
DeMong, Richard
Dickey, William and Heather
In memory of Melinda Robinson
Durette, Andrew and Karen
In honor of Linda Saidman
Eastham, III, R. Jack and Micheline B.

Eastham, Mark and Carol

In honor of Stephen Sweeney
Elwell, Barbara and Michael

In memory of Judith McCauley
Emerald Hills LLC
Ennis, Margaret

In honor of Jean West
Evans, Jono
Fagert, Melanie R.

In memory of Mark Millick
Fine, Samuel and Margaret
Flinn, Jim and Marilyn

In honor of Graham Mullen
Folger, Lee
Gale, Andrew and Erin
Galloway, Mr. and Mrs. James
Garrity, Becky and Bob
Gertrude and Philip Hoffman

Philanthropic Fund
Gilbert, Martha O.

In memory of Melinda Robinson
Gilbert, Peter and Sarah
Goldstein, Morton and Racelle
Govan, Jane and Gregory
Grant, Sebastienne
Greenfield, Mark and Reagan
Griffin, Gordon and Jenifer
Griffin, Henry & Wintle, Pam

In memory of Carter Andersson-Wintle
Harbison, Susan and G. Burton
Harrill, Roy and Lynda
Hentges, Michael and Melissa
Herbert, Georgia
Herring, Tom and Jenny
Holaday, Kate
Hostler, Sharon
Hutter, Stuart and Rorie
Jeffrey, Richard and Robin
Johnson, William and Sarah
Jordan, Dennis, Dyanna and Tammy

In honor of Kevin Darby
Keffler, Melvyn and Phyllis
Kenney, John and Melinda
Kerley, Jeani and Wyatt
Kimata, Stephen
Kitchens, Wes and Terry
Klaassen, Valerie
Knapp, William
Kolker, Carole
Kruer, George and Florence
Kurtz, Susan and Jonathan
Lasagna, Mosie
Leahy, John
Leffler, Melvyn and Phyllis

Lesser, Monroe and Rosalie

Levin, Kerry

Lewis, Kim and Keith

Luria, Jon and Ellen

Luria, Terry and Tom

MacArthur, Diana

Maclane, Kathryn
In memory of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Nicholson

Magrum, Charles and Lenore

In memory of Zachery Boswinkel Magrum

Magrum, Eric
Manderfield, G.J. and L.B.
Marionni, Joan
Mason, Joseph and Nancy
Matia, Walter
McCarty, William
In memory of Robin Lee McCarty
McCauley, Bill & Searing, Linda
McCauley, Susan & Ussery, Michael
In memory of Judith McCauley and
Robert Smith
McDonald, Jay and Janet
McDonough, Lynn and Frank
McGurk, Brian
Melvin, Thuy-Anh and Jason
In memory of Vinh Nguyen
Miller, Dudley and Debi
Mills, Rodney and Gayle
Mitchell, Frederick and Ginny
Mitchell, Shannon & Maxim, Engers
Moat, Alice and Dave
Moore, Kelly and Alex
Morris, David and Katherine
Murphy, Angela & Schwartz, Michael
Neilsdttr, Cynthia
Nelson, Susan & Byrd, Warren
Network For Good
Neuschler, Edward
Nicholson, Susanna
Nozaki, Roger and Barbara
Ohle, Carolyn & Cooper, Todd
In memory of Sherry Nicholson and
in honor of Innisfree Founders
Ohle, Liz
In honor of Carolyn Ohle
Ornstein, Ron and Michelle
Ostrowsky, Mildred
Otterness, Linda
Patrick, Hammeke T
Pearce , Brownie and Elizabeth
Pearce, David and Patti
Pelletier, Bernard and Nancy



Peterson, Christine & Horneff, John
Pflug, Carolyn
Rich, Karen and Cross, Richard
Richardson, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Robbins, Andrea
Robbins, Glenn F
Robbins, Mr. and Mrs. David
Ryan, Joan
Saidman Reeves, Joan
Saidman, Beth & Brinkman, David
Saidman, Perry
Sato, Phyllis
Schirmer, Geri and Bruce
Schroll, John and Melville, Amy
Sharp, Edwin
Shaviv, Paula and Roey
Shute, Bonnie
Sisters Of Saint Joseph
Smucker, Anne & Lombard, Kristi
Stafford, Annie
Stanier, Paul and Gloria
Stehlin, Bill and Caldwell, Cathy
Stillerman, Reagan
Stillings, Fredrick L
Sullivan, Craig
Sutton, Lisa
In memory of Robert Smith
Sweeney, Kevin
T&N Printing
Tannen, Andy
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Thompson, Elsie Wilson and
W. Mcllwaine
Thomsen, Linda & Cornwell, Don
Tinker, Pam
In honor of the Fried and Nicholson
Families
Toth, Lynn and Frank
Tucker, Robert and Donna
In memory of Melinda Robinson
Tylet, Robert O.
Van Merkensteijn, Sallie
Vaughn, Robin J
In memory of Melinda Robinson
Vincenti, David and Leora
Wakat, Diane
Walker, JoAnne and Bill

Watkins, Kenneth and Cooley, William

In honor of Stephen Sweeney
Waugh, Darrell and Catherine
Wells, Sally
West, Hugh and Rosalie
West, John and Tamara

In memory of Melinda Robinson
West, R. Owen and Lynn

In honor of Jean West
Wieboldt, Robert and Mary Ellen
Wilcox, Annette
Wilcox, Vanessa GM

In memory of Nicholas VonHohenburg
Wilkinson, Lee and Debbie

In memory of Susan Wilkinson
Williams, Dr. Michael and Rebecca

Wintle, Bruce

Withers, Chris and Susan
Wolf, M.D., Andrew and Anne
Wool, Susan

Yager, Judy

Yongue, Charles and Elna
Zak, Izrael & Sato, Leigh

In-Kind and Services

Bess, Jason and Shannon
Boynton, Mary

Morris, Joe and Ann
Nicholson, Susanna

Ohle, Carolyn & Cooper, Todd

Fitness Center Fund
Lewis, Kim and Keith

Kenmare & Laurel Fund

Kilday, Kieran

Owen Charitable Foundation
In memory of Monty Owen

Perry Foundation

Robbins, Andrea

Snyder, Marvin and Arlyne

Solar Project Fund
Anonymous
Solar Moonshot Project/Left Coast Fund

Volunteer Appreciation Fund
Griffin, Henry & Wintle, Pam
Kilday, Kieran

Pearce , Brownie and Elizabeth
Snyder, Marvin and Arlyne

We do our very best to keep our records
accurate and we want to acknowledge
your gifts. If we have made an error,
please contact us so we may correct this
listing.




